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And at the end of eight days, when he was circum-
cised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel
before he was conceived in the womb (Luke 2:21 ESV).

As we begin another new year, many people are
looking forward and hoping to change things. Many
people will set resolutions and goals (maybe you have)
and are beginning to work toward those things so that
your life will be different in some way. And some peo-
ple do end up changing something about there lives;
many, however, fail to keep their resolution for this or
that reason. But, even if one fails, there is always next
year. There is always another chance when the year
begins anew to have the slate washed clean and to start
over.

That is one of the reasons that our devotional
text for this newsletter was chosen as the Gospel read-

ing for New Yeards Day. Of

sons: January Ftis eight days after December 2%'. So,
we celebrate his birth and eight days later we recall His
circumcision. But why is that important and what does
it have to do with the new year?
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ple and gave us new birth (Colossians 2:1415; Titus 3:5-7).
The eighth day is also the day on which Christ died.

He was crucified on the sixth day of the week and buried,

resting in the tomb on the seventh day of the week, the day

of Godds rest, and then rising
day, the day of the resurrection and the future day of the
restoration of all creation thr

ing all things new in and through Christ Jesus.

This is what we have to look forward to. We know
that sin has run rampant in this world. It has resulted in
ecological disaster. It has resulted in the need for man to
hunt and kill animals, either for food or for protection. It
has resulted in disorder in creation & disease, illness, can-
cer, earthquakes, tsunamis, tornadoes, hurricanes, volca-
noes, and the 1|ike. I't has r es
ward man in murders, stealing, hating, violence, wars, and
allaHe Hcfioh<that hhve ® beGakeh to$rotect ofhers from € a -
these things, even if it means more of the like to secure
some sort of earthly peace. Sin, which includes the sin of
Adam and Eve in disobedience to God (a sin we share in)
and the sins that we commit, has resulted in death for us

I't all goes back t o GodO&ahdfdNalthbse thifgs With ®hich wethdd-been €pustedd

says in Genesis and Exodus that He created the world
in six days and rested on the seventh day (in contrast,
some men have wrongly taught that the world came
into existence over a much longer period while ignoring
evidence to the contrary or never examining their as-
sumptions) and thus we have count seven days to a
week. There really is no other reason to organize our
lives by seven day weeks than that God created the
world in this time frame.

Scripture talks about another day, thoughd a
day of new creation or re-creation. This day is seen as
the eighth day of the week. It is the day of things being
made new. ltis the first day of the new heavens and
earth that God has promised. Itis the first day of no
more tears, pain, suffering, ailments, injuries, etc. Itis
the first day of life in our new bodies that will never fall
apart or be plagued with problems like our bodies are
these days.

The eighth day is a new day, a day of renewal.
This is the meaning of circumcision on the eighth day
after a child is born. It points to new birth. It points to
them becoming one of the people of God and so receiv-
ing the promise that the Messiah and Savior would
come from among their people. It marks them as mov-

the rest of creation.

I't is because of sin and ho
creation and turned things sour for us that God wanted to
save His creation and redeem it from sin. He wanted to
save His creation and remake it so that He might dwell with
men again (Revelation 21-:22). And so, He set about to re-
deem us through Christ Jesus coming as a baby, living a
perfect I|ife, and dying the sir
time to forever wipe away sin and thus all our sins. He
fixed the problem by addressing the root cause of all the
symptoms; He dealt with sin once and for all on the cross
by giving His perfect, cleansing blood. He gave His blood to
us that we might live having received that which gives us
the antibody protection we need against sind a protection
He invites us to partake of daily at His table.

And having died, He rose three days later on the
eighth day of the weelkd the first day of the new creationd
so that we would have a day of recreation in the waters of
baptism and a resurrection from the day into the eternal life
that He has prepared for you and me!

So, as we begin this new year, let us rejoice not so
much in the chance to start over again with our resolutions
and goals, but in the promises of Christ Jesus whose death
and resurrection gives us a completely new life, the fullness

ing from outside Godods peop bfevhich®e carfohlyiseée afadistance: Hi s peopl e

and so receiving all the promises which that entailsd
and it pointed to baptism as that future sacrament
whereby God bestowed His promises of salvation in
Christ Jesus and marked and made us one of His peo-

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
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God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And | heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, fABehol c
God is with man. He will dwell with them,

and they will be his people, and God himself

will be with them as their God. He will wipe
away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for
the former things have passed

away. 0 ( Rewv4eHSHt i on

The Lordbdés blessing and
as you know that God has favored you in Christ Jesus
and given you, not only fresh start, but a pure and
holy life in His baptismal waters!
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Since the Middle Ages,
Christians have observed
Ash Wednesday (the seventh
Wednesday before Easter)
as the first day of Lent.

On this day, in many
churches, worshipers re-
ceive ashes on the forehead as a reminder of
their sorrow for their sins.

Lent is the fourth season of the Christian year.
Its length is the 40 days preceding Easter Day,
not counting Sundays. This means Lent always
begins on a Wednesday, known as Ash Wednes-
day.

Lent commemor ates Jesu
tion in the wilderness of Judea Province,
which, according to the Gospel, lasted 40 days.
During this time Jesus confronted his tempta-
tions so that we might be freed from sin. Thus,
Lent serves to help Christians focus on our
most basic need as sinners: forgiveness. The
only way our Lordds fo
come effective in our lives is through confront-
ing our sins by confessing them, and receiving
God's Word of Absolution.

In short, Lent is a season of penitence. Some
Christians fast during Lent. This denial of bod-
ily comforts can help encourage self -reflection
about the need for Jes
Wednesday is February 17 this year.

Join us at Cross of Christ
for our Ash Wednesday
Worship Service
February 17, 2010
7:00 p.m.
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CHRISTOLOGICAL , CREEDAL, CONFESSIONAL . .
Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show hosted by LCMS

Issues, Etc.

Christ-Centered Cross-Focused Talk Radio
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Pastor

Todd Wilken and produced by Lutheran Public Radio.
Topics include: The Threefold Office of Christ, The Season
of Epiphany, Ag&egregated Worship, The Baptism of Je-

sus, The Aftermath of the Ba

eaﬁcf5 Roré. "ol 8ah listén tb

at www.issuesetc.org.

EVANGELISM WORKSHOPS
The 3rd Evangelism workshop will be
Saturday, January 30 at 9 am

The final workshop will be
Saturday, February 27th at 9 am

Ele for the Bible in the LCMS
what yoTJ Wint Whéch ryou want

Cross of Christ Officers
¢ g BOQEddMQr@bﬁﬁ for 2010

President: Otto Ratz
Vice President: Jake Sigulinsky
Secretary: Mar ge o
Treasurer: Mike Suddreth
Financial Secretary: Marsha Ratz
Board of Elders: Brian Bohn, Greg Gohlinghorst,
rgi vingareyParéeh & Fade"sSnydet -
Education: Jane Snyder, Sue Hansen and Josh Har
Trustees: Jon Pantke, Gail Cheever,
Lane Adams, Ray Stewart
Evangelism: Margaret Myers, Zach Hansen,

S O

Griffin Hansen, Dave Snyder, and Greg Gohlinghorst.

usd forgiveness. As h
Thanks to our previous officers & board members!

Treasurer: Doreen Metzger
Elders: Dean Hansen & Mike Suddreth
Education: Diane Suddreth & Sherry McBride
Trustees: Jim Weiss & Byron Major

nsen
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THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK LECTIONARY:
Goddés Word for the Church Year

The History of the Lectionary

At its simplest, a lectionary is an orderly pattern for the reading of Scripture. When does Bible reading bt
come a lectionary? The Hebrew Scriptures were presumably read in the temple on a regular basis as pat
the daily worship, though there is no biblical evidence for how this was done. The Old Testament mandat
that the tribe of Levi be scattered throughout
(Numbers 35; Nehemiah 8). Some scholars suggest that the synagogue arose as a place for the reading
study of Scripture through the work of the Levites. Others believe the synagogues arose during the time
exile. As they took form, the synagogues were places devoted to the reading of Scripture, using a lectionary
systematize the readings. The Babylonian Talmud provided for the complete reading of the Pentateuch in «
year. The Palestinian Talmud provided a thyear system. (These divisions are marked in the Hebrew Bible
with the wordParashahand the letteBamekn the margins, respectively). There was also a reading from the
prophets (called thelaftarah) |, as is clear from the New Testamen
Isaiah, indicating that the reading was appointed (Luke 4:27). Some scholars believe the Psalms were &
read on a thregear cycle. For festivals, the sequential reading of Scripture was broken in order to read th
section relevant to the day.

Early Christians continued the reading of the Old Testament Scriptures, with lessons appointed from tl
Torah and the Prophets. To these selections, re
the Gospels were used to link specific rites to
to provide narratives for festivals, such as Holy Week, in the developing Church Year. Most features of tt
festival half of the Church Year, together with the appropriate Gospel readings, were in place by the fifth ce
tury. Yet it is clear that the Gospels were also read on a continuous basis week by week. The choice of re
ings for the Sundays after Pentecost developed later and more informally, with different regions dividing ar
organizing the time in their own way.

The apostolic Epistles, as they themselves attest (1 Thess. 5:27; Col. 4:16), were at first read in their ¢
tirety as they arrived at each congregation, as Paul instructed. The inclusion of an Epistle selection in a wee
lectionary probably occurred quite early, though the first evidence does not appear until the fourth century.

With the addition of two New Testament readings, it was not long before the Old Testament readings we
reduced from two to one. The resulting threefold pattern of Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel was mal
tained in some prominent Western rites. In Roman usage, however, the Old Testament reading was eventu
dropped from the chief Sunday service. The Old Testament was still read on weekdays, however, and th
remained some times in the Church Year when a prophetic reading replaced the Sunday Epistle. The Eas
Church omitted the Old Testament reading beginning in the seventh century.

(To be continued in the next newslétter

Alt's Ti meo
by Rev. Matthew Harrison
At the Voter's Meeting it was requested that this article by Rev. Harrison be made available to the

congregation so that it could be decided if we should nominate Rev. Harrison for Synodical Presi-
dent. Three copies have been placed in the Church Library for you.
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Board Updates December 2009:

President: Otto Ratz

1 Voter's Meeting December 13 Agenda items include: New Voters, Approval of May minutes, elections, 2010 Budget,
Out Reach programs, vote on nominating Synodical Officer positions.
1 Out Reach Opportunities: A suggestion was made to use the same structure as last year with monetary gifts of su
port to programs with needs. Programs include the following:

il

E R I ]

Issues, Etc.: An opportunity to donate money towards the radio program Issues, Etc. The program would
like to air in Utah but will need financial commitments for local congregations. The cost for airing the
program depends on how often and how long each program will be. This could be an opportunity for ad-
vertising Cross of Christ. If all local churches in the circuit agree to support the program the financial ob-
ligation may be a reasonable amount. The meeting is on January 9, 2010.

Community Garden

Nursing Home: we will need more information on what the outreach would involve.

LCMS World Mission

Bountiful Food Bank

Lutheran Hispanic Mission

Good News Magazine

Pregnancy Center: Layton area

Safe Harbor: For abused women

After reviewing all opportunities a motion was made and seconded to recommend the following Outreach opportunities to
the congregation at the December 13, 2009 Voter's Meeting: One mission will be highlighted each month and a monetary
gift from the Carefree Outreach Mission Funds will be given. The motion passed.

=4 =4 =4 -4 -8 -89

January: Good News Magazinene time gift of $500

February: Lutheran Hispanic Missiemmne time gift of $500
March/April: The Pregnancy Centeone time gift of $500

May: Light of the Valley Lutheran Churctone time gift of $1,000
June: Bountiful Food BankMonthly gift of $50

July/August: Safe Harboerone time gift of $500
September/October: LCMS World Missiewmne time gift of $500

1 Financial Secretary: Marsha Ratz
1 November Average per Sunday: $2048.62 which is $13.50 under budget
1 2010 envelopes have been distributed.

1 Treasurer: Doreen Metzger
Total Receipts for November: $10,243.45
Total Expenses for November: $8649.33
November Ending Bank Balance: $23,546.33
Total LCEF Funds: $82,299.57
Total Carefree Funds: $12,673.99
1 SLLH Report: Pastor
91 Principal Gephardt declined the call to a school i
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Nevada.

91 Board of Elders: Brian Bohn
1 The Concordia Organist was purchased and hag
arrived. The Elders will work on how to best use

product.
1
1

1 Trustees:

1 Jon worked on the sink in the parsonage. this report the minutes.”

A new Church Registry is needed.
Thanks to Dean Hansen and Mike Suddreth whd
completing their terms on the Board of Elders.
1 Board of Education:

1 The Christmas Program was a success.
1 Board of Evangelism:

1 Workshops will be in January and February 201 w )
Dates forthcoming. Even though the last meeting was an

eternity, Sam, we'll continue to call
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1 The light in the backyard of the parsonage has been repaired.
1 The overflow tank on the water heater has been repaired.
A bid is in the process for the furnace duct work.
1 Pastor's Report: Jason Krause
1 Thanksgiving Service went well.
1 No official acts during November
1 New Business
1 A motion was made and seconded to add the Rocky Mountain Debt Assistance Program to the outreach opportunities for
May. A gift of $1000 will be given; 50% to the general fund and 50% to Pastor Krause.
1 Housing Allowance: Pastor suggested lowering the amount from $5000 to $3000. A motion was made and seconded to
designate $3000 for the Housing Allowance. The motion passed.
1 Appointments:
1 A motion was made and seconded to appoint Marsha Ratz as the Financial Secretary for 2010. The motion passe
1 A motion was made and seconded to appoint Greg Gohlinghorst, Margaret Myers, Zach Hansen, Griffin Hansen,
and Dave Snyder to the Board of Evangelism for 2010. The motion passed.
1 Special BOD Meeting: The offer to help Robert Westbrook with 50% of the cost of a campground site for up to two weeks
and up to $100 is open ended.
1 Organist Gifts: Prgpaid VISA cards in the amount of $100. Jake will purchase them.
1 Installation of Officers/Board Members will be January 10, 2010.
1 Next Board of Director's meeting will be January 14, 2010.
1 Old Business
1 The action list was reviewed.
1 A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. The motion passed.

A prayer for the new year

Dear Father, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!
For Your bountiful goodness and ever-present mercy in the past year, we give You thanks.
We ask that You bless and keep each of us in 2010
that we may find delight in Your Word and hear it often,
and that we may always follow Your paths and
be Your obedient servants in all that we think or say or do;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

O —

~.HOW WIDE AND LONG
AND HIGH AND DEEP
IS THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

EPHESIANS 3:18, NIV
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A Word From

Lutheran High School:

Happy New Year! As we take down the 2009 calendar and prepare to hang up 2010 on our walls, we pause and reflect on the mar
amazing blessings that our loving God has bestowed on Lutheran High School and our families during the past yearoffirst and f
most is the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior whose birth we just recently celebrated. We thank God for the sgfivaf o

tion through the reconciling work of Jesus and anticipate with unhindered joy His second coming to take us to our etewithl hom
him in heavenAmen! Come Lord Jesus, and come quickly!

Next, we thank God for the blessing of being able to share this wonderful gift with the students, families, and sujzoddtrd as

with Lutheran High. As Christians, it is truly a joyous privilege we have to share this amazing Gospel message witt bthers. A
theran High, we get to do that every day in the context of an excellent education and we are grateful.

We also thank God for you.Your support of Lutheran High School in the form of prayers, volunteerism, and generous financial
gifts allows us to continue to be a tool of the Master Carpenter. God uses the gifts and talents that He has blessealhga with
blessing to others a blessing to Lutheran High School. Then He turns around and uses Lutheran High School to expand His king-
dom. Our students are equipped with the tools necessary to go out into the world and share the Good News of JesutBhrist with
ers in the professions and locations to which our mighty God directs them. | thank you as well for sharing the Lutheteny High

with your friends and neighbors and for encouraging those looking for a high school home to explore what Lutheran HigbesSchool
to offer their children.

We have been blessed with wonderful families, faculty, staff, and students. | invite you to come and see what amdmg gifts t
people have and the blessing they also have been for Lutheran High. In the coming weeks, you have the opportunitpad-attend s
ing events, social events |ike our annual dinner/ ausen-i on,
tial support groups | i ke our Parentsd Group.

You are always more than welcome to stop by Lutheran High whenever you are in the area. | encourage you to visit so

you can see the amazing things the Spirit is doing here. Additionally, there is a wealth of information available on our
website at www.sllhs.org God grant you a truly blessed new year!

Mr. Charles Gebhardt +Principal

Upcoming Lady Lynx Basketball Games

Jan. 8 Layton Christian Home 5:30/7:00 E-ALERT

:]]an- ii 'S(iSJ A Eome gigggigg Would you like to receive anmail
an. . Josep ome 5: : T ;

Jan. 19 Christian Heritage Away 5:30/7:00 noél:fr)]/mghyou O.f an upcom;;lg

Jan. 21 West Ridge Away 5:30/7:00 urc SerV'C? or event:

Jan. 28 ICS Away 5:30/7:00 Please send anrgail to Pastor that

Feb. 2 St. Joseph Away 5:30/7:00 you want to be added

Feb. 4 Christian Heritage Home 5:30/7:00 to the EAlert list and he will add you

Feb. 9 West Ridge Home 5:30/7:00 : ;

Feb. 17-20 State Tournament hame tor;[gteiﬁl(l:z[ﬂtgnrscelve such

Upcoming Lynx Boys Basketball Games '

Jan. 9 Tabiona Home 4:30/6:00

Jan. 13 Wasatch Academy Away 4:15/5:45 T I )

Jan. 16 & 18  MLK Tourney @Layton Christian _ rave mg :

Jan. 20 ICS Home 5:30/7:00 Looking for a Lutheran Church

Jan. 22 Christian Heritage Home 5:30/7:00 that uses a liturgical service with

Jan. 27 St. Joseph Away 5:30/7:00 which you are familiar?

Jan. 29 West Ridge Away 5:30/7:00 Check out '

Feb. 3 Mt. Vernon Home 5:30/7:00 .

Feb. 5 ICS Away 5:30/7:00 WWW.|Utheran||tlT|rq.V..Orq

Feb. 10 Christian Heritage Away 5:30/7:00 for their listing of

Feb. 12 St. Joseph Home 5:30/7:00 Lutheran churches

Feb. 16 West Ridge Home 5:30/7:00 and services where

Feb. 23 Mt. Vernon Away 5:30/7:00

Mar. 3-6 State Tournament you are headed.

Upcoming Dates To Note:

Feb. 21: LHS OPEN HOUSE #2-4 p.m.

Mar. 7-13: National Lutheran Schools Week

Mar. 19: A Night In Monte Carlo - Annual Dinner/Auction at Lutheran High £6 p.m.



