
Nothing expressed this building up of the self at Corinth better 

than speaking in tongues in the service.  Super spirituals these 

tongues speakers were.  ñIôm more spiritual than you!ò  ñNo, I 

am!ò  ñNo, I am!ò  And on and on it went with everyone trying to 

outdo each other with babbling in a language no one could under-

stand.  No interpretation.  Just chaotic tongue speaking one up-

man-ship!  A complete checking in oneôs rational mind at the 

church door.  All for the sake of building up the self!  Having a 

whiz bang worship experience! Who cares about the person sit-

ting in the pew next to me!  Who cares if he or she or anyone else 

in the congregation understands what Iôm spouting.  Speaking in 

tongues was only drawing attention to the self.  It was like losing 

your mind.  And thatôs precisely why this babbling is a lesser gift. 
 

And then Paul drops a huge bombshell!  ñI thank God that I speak 

in tongues more than all of you!ò  Who knew Paul spoke in 

tongues?  We didnôt know!  Of course you didnôt know.  Paul 

wasnôt about building himself up.  Showing off.  Or tearing 

down.  He was all about edifying the church.  So he probably did 

his tongue speaking at home.  And thatôs why he says:  ñBut in 

the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct 

others than ten thousand words in a tongue.ò   Five words like:  

Jesus Christ died for you!  Or five words like:  Jesus Christ rose 

for you!  Thatôs what edifies. 
 

ñZealous for spiritual stuff are you?  Well then, try to excel ï try 

to be zealous for things THAT BUILD UP THE CHURCH!ò 
 

Did you hear that?  Pastor Paul exhorts us and the Corinthians to 

be zealous for the things that build up the church ï not what tears 

the church down. 
 

Enough of going to church only for you!  Only for what you can 

get out of it for yourself!  For your own selfish desires.  For your 

own personal religious experience. Time to stop thinking only 

about yourself!  Itôs time to grow up.  ñStop thinking like whiney 

snotty-nosed spoiled children who only live for themselves!  

Their feelings.  Their gratification!  Itôs time to be adults.ò 
 

Use you mind properly.  Put it to good use.  Like an adult.  Jesus 

redeemed you for this very purpose.  And thatôs all about two 

things.  First, listening to the Word of God.  Better to hear those 

five words:  ñJesus died for youò OR ñJesus rose for youò rather 

than all the selfish warm fuzzies or ecstatic tongues speaking.  

Second, edification for others.  Or to put it another way:  love for 

others.  That was chapter 13.  Check it out. 
 

And one of the ways that you show love for your fellow Chris-

tians and build up the body of Christ here at Trinity is quite sim-

ple but rarely mentioned.  But I will.  I will dare to.  And itôs this:  

come to church.  When you come to church you come to receive 

Christôs gifts of forgiveness in Word and Sacrament.  You need 

it.  I need it.  We canôt live without such giving from Jesus. 
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[S]ince you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive 

to excel in building up the church. Therefore, one who 

speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to interpret. 

For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is un-

fruitful. What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will 

pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but 

I will sing with my mind also. Otherwise, if you give thanks 

with your spirit, how can anyone in the position of an out-

sider say ñAmenò to your thanksgiving when he does not 

know what you are saying? For you may be giving thanks 

well enough, but the other person is not being built up. I 

thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. Nev-

ertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my 

mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in 

a tongue.  Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be 

infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. (1 Corinthians 

14:12b-20 ESV) 
 

Are you ready for this sermon?  Do I dare preach from 1 Cor. 

14?  Iôve got to ask.  Because todayôs sermon may just be the 

straw that breaks the camels back for you if youôre not pre-

pared to hear Godôs Word.  Or you may receive great com-

fort and joy.  Either way be warned.  Paul is going to blow 

your minds today. 
 

About what?  About everything that we believe to be so im-

portant about going to church on a Sunday.  We Lutherans 

are so Corinthian! That is to say:  we are so selfish! So self-

serving!  Self-indulgent!  Self-absorbed!  Self-centered!  

Narcissistic!  So immature!  Church is all about --- ME!  To 

borrow from Toby Keith this is why we Corinthians go to 

church on Sunday:  ñI wanna talk about me.  Wanna talk 

about I.  Wanna talk about number one.  Oh my me my!  

What I think, what I like, what I know, what I want, what I 

see!ò  Thatôs so, so Corinthian! 
 

Go to church like a Corinthian (all the emphasis on me!) and 

I guarantee you will tear down the church.  Sunday morning 

Corinthians ï with all the focus on me ï are quick to criticize 

and complain rather than be constructive.  In Corinth this is 

how it went:  ñIôm more spiritual than he is.  She obviously 

isnôt spiritual at all!ò  They played favorites among the pas-

tors.  Neglected the poor.  Tolerated gross immorality.  Even 

boasted about it.  Constant arguing.  Disruptive services 

where everyone talked at the same time ï and some in lan-

guages no one understood.  Came to the Lordôs Supper drunk 

ï unexamined ï unprepared.  Total chaos.  Building up the 

self at the expense of the congregation! 
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Rev. Brent KuhlmanMessage continued... 

But thereôs something else going on.  When you come to the divine service 

you bring great joy to all of us.  You build us up.  You show great love to the 

members of the congregation here.  With you the thanksgiving, praise, and 

prayers of this congregation are edified and built up.  The congregationôs 

ñAmenò is stronger.  Christôs Word has its way with you.  Christôs Word 

dwells in you.  So that as you sing the hymns, the various parts of the liturgy, 

and psalms, you build up ï you edify -- your brothers and sisters here at 

Trinity. 
 

Iôll bet you never thought youôd ever hear a sermon like this today did you?  

Thatôs what I thought.  And so for Christôs sake ï remember those five 

words (ñChrist died for youò or ñChrist rose for youò) ï try to excel in gifts 

that build up the church.  What joy when weôre all living for each other and 

come to church for the edification of each other.  In the Name of Jesus. 

 

What is Lent?  
It is forty days of stripping 

down  
to the living  
essentials;  

It is forty days of facing 
truth  

about oneõs self-indulgent 
evasions;  

It is forty days of fellowship  
with Christ in the desert;  

It is forty days of rejoicing 
in Godõs  

mercy and forgiveness.  
 

Please join us as we reflect  
on Confession  and Absolution  

during the Lenten journey to the cross.  
 

Lenten Services  
 

Wednesday, March 3  
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper 

7:00 Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, March 10  
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper 

7:00 Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, March 17  
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper 

7:00 Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, March 24  
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper 

7:00 Worship Service 

Member News & Updates  
 

Baptism:  
Jillian Patricia Rose Green  

baptized on January 3, 2010 
  

New Members:  
Mike and Amy Green  

134 E. 2325 S. Clearfield, UT  84015 
Hm: 801-721-9511  

 

Phone & Address Changes:  
Brad & Linda Peterson 

714 E. Lacey Way 
NSL, UT 84054 
801-298-2105 

 

Nick & Alissa Dalton  
Hm: 801-294-3273 

Alissaõs Cell: 801-425-8239 
Nickõs Cell: 801-425-8280 

 

Jim & Margeõ Weiss 
(no home phone) 

Jimõs cell: 801-550-9937 
 Margeõs cell: 801-554-0386 

Palm Sunday  
Sunday, March 28 

Worship Service 10:30 am 
 

Maundy Thursday  
Thursday, April 1 

Worship Service 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday  
Friday, April 2 

Worship Service 7:00 pm 
 

Easter  
Sunday, April 4 

Easter Breakfast 9:15 am 
Worship Service 10:30 am 
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THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK LECTIONARY:  
 

Godôs Word for the Church Year 
 

The History of the Lectionary 
 

At its simplest, a lectionary is an orderly pattern for the reading of Scripture.  When does Bible reading be-

come a lectionary?  The Hebrew Scriptures were presumably read in the temple on a regular basis as part of 

the daily worship, though there is no biblical evidence for how this was done.  The Old Testament mandated 

that the tribe of Levi be scattered throughout the land of Israel in order to teach the people Godôs Word 

(Numbers 35; Nehemiah 8).  Some scholars suggest that the synagogue arose as a place for the reading and 

study of Scripture through the work of the Levites.  Others believe the synagogues arose during the time of 

exile.  As they took form, the synagogues were places devoted to the reading of Scripture, using a lectionary to 

systematize the readings.  The Babylonian Talmud provided for the complete reading of the Pentateuch in one 

year.  The Palestinian Talmud provided a three-year system.  (These divisions are marked in the Hebrew Bible 

with the word Parashah and the letter Samek in the margins, respectively).  There was also a reading from the 

prophets (called the Haftarah), as is clear from the New Testament evidence.  Jesus was ñgivenò the scroll of 

Isaiah, indicating that the reading was appointed (Luke 4:27).  Some scholars believe the Psalms were also 

read on a three-year cycle.  For festivals, the sequential reading of Scripture was broken in order to read the 

section relevant to the day. 

 Early Christians continued the reading of the Old Testament Scriptures, with lessons appointed from the 

Torah and the Prophets.  To these selections, readings from the New Testament were added.é  Readings from 

the Gospels were used to link specific rites to the mandate of Christ (e.g., Baptism and the Lordôs Supper) and 

to provide narratives for festivals, such as Holy Week, in the developing Church Year.  Most features of the 

festival half of the Church Year, together with the appropriate Gospel readings, were in place by the fifth cen-

tury.  Yet it is clear that the Gospels were also read on a continuous basis week by week. The choice of read-

ings for the Sundays after Pentecost developed later and more informally, with different regions dividing and 

organizing the time in their own way. 

 The apostolic Epistles, as they themselves attest (1 Thess. 5:27; Col. 4:16), were at first read in their en-

tirety as they arrived at each congregation, as Paul instructed.  The inclusion of an Epistle selection in a weekly 

lectionary probably occurred quite early, though the first evidence does not appear until the fourth century. 

 With the addition of two New Testament readings, it was not long before the Old Testament readings were 

reduced from two to one.  The resulting threefold pattern of Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel was main-

tained in some prominent Western rites.  In Roman usage, however, the Old Testament reading was eventually 

dropped from the chief Sunday service.  The Old Testament was still read on weekdays, however, and there 

remained some times in the Church Year when a prophetic reading replaced the Sunday Epistle.  The Eastern 

Church omitted the Old Testament reading beginning in the seventh century. 

 

(To be continued in the next newsletter) 

 

A portion of the ñIntroductionò from The Lutheran Service Book Lectionary É 2007 Concordia Publishing 

House.  Used by Permission.  License #000011213 
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Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. 
And he said, ñNaked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, 

and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.ò 
 

In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong (Job 1:20 -22 ESV).  
 

Earlier this year, the news was filled with the tragic earthquake and devastation caused in Haiti.  Many different 

images and news reports came to us in print, TV, and on-line regarding what happened and was happening in Haiti.  If 

you followed the news coverage, you might have seen reports or headlines reading, ñHaitians Turn to Faith for Support, 

Worship Out of Doorsò or ñParishionerséworship during a packed outdoor church service Sunday morning in Port-au-

Prince.ò 

 In the midst of all the devastation and destruction, many in Haiti were turning to God.  In the midst of all the 

death and pain, people were coming to church, even when their church buildings did not exist or were not safe to go into 

because of damage.  The people of Haiti, like Job, faced the loss of so much, and yet quite a few worshiped God, know-

ing that He was there in the tragedy.  Many called on God in their time of trouble, trial, and great need! 

 The Haiti people were not rich people and yet their cities were filled with life as reports regarding life in Haiti 

prior to the earthquake testify.  When things went drastically wrong, many believers did not give up meeting together or 

conclude that God hates them.  Instead, they realized their need for God all the more.  They realized their need for the 

One who has faced such suffering with and for them.  These Christians know and see plainly their great need in this 

world for Jesus Christ dying on the cross for them. 

 I darest say that we do not recognize our need so clearly.  We do not see how much we daily need Christ Jesus in 

our lives.  We do not see how much we need Jesus dying on the cross for us every moment of every day.  Instead, we are 

preoccupied with the many things we haveðour homes, our TV shows, our games, our computers, our cars, our reputa-

tions, our families, and many other things and peopleðwhile neglecting that which God gives us.  We have been blessed 

with so much and yet all these blessings have become distractions that keep us busy with little or no time for God.  We 

do not take time to find our Sabbath rest in Christ Jesus very often.  We neglect taking time to gather around His Word 

together as His People. 

On one hand, it amazes me that those who have so little are gathering in the heat of the sun to worship and thank 

God for all He has given them.  And yet, on the other hand, it does not surprise me that those who know and see their 

great need are gathering before their Lord and Savior.  They truly see who they are before Godðneedy beggars who de-

pend on God for everything.  While we are largely blind to our great need, we, too, are needy beggars who depend on 

God for everything.  If only we could see that clearly. 

Luther comments on our situation before God when expounding on the fifth petition of the Lordôs Prayer, in 

which we pray for forgiveness for our sins.  He writes, ñAnd let no one think that as long as we live here he can reach 

such a position that he will not need such forgiveness. In short, if God does not forgive without ceasing, we are lostò (LC 

III.91).  If God stopped giving forgiveness to us, we would be lost and forever forsaken.  We would live without Godôs 

care and love; we would live in hell. 

Yet, God has not forsaken us.  He has called us to Him, continually.  Such disasters as the one in Haitið

disasters that bring the issue of human suffering to the forefrontðare answered by God in only one place.  God an-

swered such suffering by sending His Son into the world to suffer and die.  He sent Christ into a world filled with disas-

ter and death to suffer and die on the cross.  God was not silent to our suffering but took it upon Himself that He would 

rescue us from such suffering.  He took on our need for forgiveness and salvation from sin by suffering the death we de-

served.  He came down into our world and into our suffering so that in the midst of great suffering we have Himðthe 

one and only God who cared enough to suffer with us and for usðto comfort us with His gracious gifts. 

But not only does He come to give such gifts when we see our great need, but even when we are blind to it.  He 

still comes for us, calling us ever to see that our need is great.  He calls to us to open our eyes and see that we desper-

ately need Him as our God and that we would no longer be deluded into thinking that we ourselves are godsðthat things 

are going fine with us because we have done so well.  He comes and uncovers our need, not to be mean, to gloat, or say, 

ñI told you so.ò  But rather, He does this so that He might open our eyes and we receive His good, gracious, and rich 

gifts given out to us in His Word, in His Baptism, and in His Supper.  He wants us to receive His gracious gift of being 

part of His family and being united with other members of Godôs family in receiving all these good gifts together for all 

have been redeemed together by the same Savior.  For this reason, God has established His Church here on earth that in 

those small enclaves of Christians gathered together, Christ would be present richly delivering His gifts won for us on 

the cross that we would never be forsaken but always keep in the one true faith.  
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