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Sermon delivered by Rev. Brent Kuhlman,

Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Murdock, Nothing expressed this building up of the self at Corinth better
Nebraska, for the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany on than speaking in tongues in the service. Super spirituals these
February 2, 2010 tongues speakers were. Al om m
am! o i No, I am!o And on and ¢

[Slince you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive 0utdo each other with babbling in a language no one could under-
to excel in building up the church. Therefore, one who Stand. No interpretation. Just chaotic tongue speaking one up
speaks in a tongue should pray for the power to interpret. mans hi p! A complete checking |
For if | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is un- church door. All for the sake of building up the self! Having a
fruitful. What am | to do? | will pray with my spirit, but | will Whiz bang worship experience! Who cares about the person sit-
pray with my mind also; | will sing praise with my spirit, but ting in the pew next to me! Who cares if he or she or anyone else

| will sing with my mind also. Otherwise, if you give thanks i 1 t he congregation understand:
with your spirit, how can anyone in the position of an out- tongues was only drawing attention to the self. It was like losing
sider say fAAmendo to your tN&HKks§i Pldng MHREnt hat OgSo ePs’ €fd s el

know what you are saying? For you may be giving thankSa n g t hen Paul dr o ps a huge bomt
well enough, but the other person is not being built up. Iy t ongues more than all of 'y
thank God that | speak in tongues more than all of you. Nev-; 4 gues? We didnét know! of
ertheless, in church | would rather speak five words with my\wa s n6t about building himself

mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in gown, He was all about edifying the church. So he probably did

infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. (1 Corinthians the church | would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct

14:12b20 ESV) others than ten thousand words
Are you ready for th|s sermon? Do | dare preach from 1 Cor_JeSUS ChI’ISt d|ed fOI’ yOU! Or ﬁVe WOI‘dS I|ke Jesus Ch”st rose
147 l 6ve got to ask. Becali8t ¥YB8HhyodhatPmowhmhyefpubtespe
straw that breaks the camelgzdpCKyst Offory Osupiirfi tYulau O rseiuyFt aR
pared to hear Godos Word. tQ YO Uz eMAYo u's€ G &IrVe hd mMyat THAM-
fort and joy. Either way be warned. Paul is going to blow o

your minds today. Did you hear that? Pastor Paul exhorts us and the Corinthians to

) ) . be zealous for the things that build up the chirdot what tears
About what? About everything that we believe to be so im- the church down.

portant about going to church on a Sunday. We Lutherans _

are so Corinthian! That is to say: we are so selfish! Se self Enough of going to church only for you!" Only for what you can
serving! SeHindulgent!  SeHabsorbed! Seléentered! get out of it for yourself! For your own selfish desires. For your
Narcissistic! So immature! Church is all abeutME! To own personal religious experience. Time to stop thinking only
borrow from Toby Keith this is why we Corinthians goto @ bout yoursel f! ltos time to
church on Sunday: Al wa n n gnotynpsed spqilgdy ghifdrenyho only \iue nfgy dhenmsejvesk
about I. Wanna talk about number one. Oh my me mytTheir feelings. Their gratifioc
What | think, what | like, what | know, what | want, what | - yse you mind properly. Put it to good use. Like an adult. Jesus
see! o Thatdos so, so Corinthie@Bemed you for this very pur
Go to church like a Corinthian (all the emphasis on me!) andthi_ngs. First, listening to the Word of God. Better to hear those

| guarantee you will tear down the church. Sunday morningf i v.e wor ds: AJesus died for vy
Corinthiansi with all the focus on mé are quick to criticize ~ than all the selfish warm fuzzies or ecstatic tongues speaking.
and complain rather than be constructive. In Corinth this is S€cond, edification for others. Or to put it another way: love for

how it went: Al 6m mor e s piQthers. Jhat wagchaptar 13 ghegkgout. she obvi ou
isnot spiritual at all!o TAhE dne 6f th@ Wa§dthal yBuVsAow llobeSrst yodr eflov Ehris-N €
tors. Neglected the poor. Tolerated gross immorality. Eventians and build up the body of Christ here at Trinity is quite sim-
boasted about it. Constant arguing. Disruptive servicesp | ¢ put rarely mentioned. But
where everyone talked at the same timend some in lan-  ¢ome to church. When you come tq church you come to receive
guages no one understood. eamestestherkear §9s QYRR Te nklshnk
i unexamined unprepared. Total chaos. Building up the ; | need it. We candt |live

self at the expense of the congregation!
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you bring great joy to all of us. You build us up. You show great love to th ‘X?
members of the congregation here. With you the thanksgiving, praise, a@ ORSHIP
e IOGHEDULE: ve

prayers of this congregation ar

AAmend is stronger. Christds Wor has i way Wi you.
dwells in you. So that as you sing the hymns, the various parts of the Iiturgy Palm Sunday
and psalms, you build up you edify -- your brothers and sisters here at Sunday, March 28
Trinity. Worship Service 10:30 am
I 61 1 bet you never thought youbéd ever hear sermon | i ke
That 6s what I t houghti rememberdhose dive f o r ake
words (fAChrist died f ori trytmexael inaifts nChrIM?atundjj-rﬁngdqy youo)
that build up the church. What joy WhBlHSdalyeﬁp“lalall living
come to church for the edification of each other. In the Name of Jesus. Worship Service 7:00 pm
{ Good Friday
TN B What is Lent? Friday, April 2
It is forty days of stripping Worship Service 7:00 pm
down
to the living Easter
essentials; Sunday, April 4
It is forty days of facing Easter Breakfast 9:15 am
truth Worship Service 10:30 am
“ about onimddigents el f
...the lorD has svasions: L Eoimisiisieiiiisiscioisss

. .lﬂl'd on him Ih£ It is forty days of fellowship
imiquity of us all. with Christ in the desert;
kaih 338t is forty days of rejoicing
i n Godds
mercy and forgiveness.

Please join us as we reflect
on Confession and Absolution
during the Lenten journey to the cross.

Lenten Services

Wednesday, March 3
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper
7:00 Worship Service

Wednesday, March 10
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper
7:00 Worship Service

Wednesday, March 17
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper
7:00 Worship Service

Wednesday, March 24
6:00 Lenten Soup Supper
7:00 Worship Service

Member News & Updates

Baptism:
Jillian Patricia Rose Green
baptized on January 3, 2010

1
1
1
1
1
I
New Members: !

Mike and Amy Green :

134 E. 2325 S. Clearfield, UT 84015 ;
Hm: 801-721-9511

Phone & Address Changes: !
Brad & Linda Peterson :

714 E. Lacey Way i

NSL, UT 84054 !
801-298-2105 :

1

1

1

Nick & Alissa Dalton
Hm: 801-294-3273 i
Al i s s a0 s42882391 : 801
Ni ck ds @25B28Q 80;1

Jim & Marged Wei s
(no home phone) i

Ji mébs 809937 801

Mar geds -5540836: 801
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THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK LECTIONARY:
Goddés Word for the Church Year

The History of the Lectionary

At its simplest, a lectionary is an orderly pattern for the reading of Scripture. When does Bible reading b
come a lectionary? The Hebrew Scriptures were presumably read in the temple on a regular basis as pat
the daily worship, though there is no biblical evidence for how this was done. The Old Testament mandat
t hat the tribe of Levi be scattered throughout
(Numbers 35; Nehemiah 8). Some scholars suggest that the synagogue arose as a place for the reading
study of Scripture through the work of the Levites. Others believe the synagogues arose during the time
exile. As they took form, the synagogues were places devoted to the reading of Scripture, using a lectionary
systematize the readings. The Babylonian Talmud provided for the complete reading of the Pentateuch in «
year. The Palestinian Talmud provided a thyear system. (These divisions are marked in the Hebrew Bible
with the wordParashahand the letteBamekn the margins, respectively). There was also a reading from the
prophets (called thelaftarah) |, as is clear from the New Testamen
Isaiah, indicating that the reading was appointed (Luke 4:27). Some scholars believe the Psalms were &
read on a thregear cycle. For festivals, the sequential reading of Scripture was broken in order to read th
section relevant to the day.

Early Christians continued the reading of the Old Testament Scriptures, with lessons appointed from tl
Torah and the Prophets. To these selections, re
the Gospels were used to link specific rites to
to provide narratives for festivals, such as Holy Week, in the developing Church Year. Most features of tf
festival half of the Church Year, together with the appropriate Gospel readings, were in place by the fifth ce
tury. Yet it is clear that the Gospels were also read on a continuous basis week by week. The choice of re
ings for the Sundays after Pentecost developed later and more informally, with different regions dividing ar
organizing the time in their own way.

The apostolic Epistles, as they themselves attest (1 Thess. 5:27; Col. 4:16), were at first read in their ¢
tirety as they arrived at each congregation, as Paul instructed. The inclusion of an Epistle selection in a wee
lectionary probably occurred quite early, though the first evidence does not appear until the fourth century.

With the addition of two New Testament readings, it was not long before the Old Testament readings we
reduced from two to one. The resulting threefold pattern of Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel was mal
tained in some prominent Western rites. In Roman usage, however, the Old Testament reading was eventu
dropped from the chief Sunday service. The Old Testament was still read on weekdays, however, and th
remained some times in the Church Year when a prophetic reading replaced the Sunday Epistle. The Eas
Church omitted the Old Testament reading beginning in the seventh century.

(To be continued in the next newslétter

A portion of the Alntroductiond from The Luther
House. Used by Permission. License #000011213
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Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped.

And he said, iNaked | came from my mother's womb, an
and the Lord has taken away; bl essed be the
In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong (Job 1:20 -22 ESV).

Earlier this year, the news was filled with the tragic earthquake and devastation caused in Haiti. Many different
images and news reports came to us in print, TV, adthemegarding what happened and was happening in Haiti. If
you foll owed the news coverage, you might have seen
Wor ship Out of Doorso or fAParishionerséworship-aturin
Prince. O

In the midst of all the devastation and destruction, many in Haiti were turning to God. In the midst of all the
death and pain, people were coming to church, even when their church buildings did not exist or were not safe to go ir
because of damage. The people of Haiti, like Job, faced the loss of so much, and yet quite a few worshiped God, kno
ing that He was there in the tragedy. Many called on God in their time of trouble, trial, and great need!

The Haiti people were not rich people and yet their cities were filled with life as reports regarding life in Haiti
prior to the earthquake testify. When things went drastically wrong, many believers did not give up meeting together o
conclude that God hates them. Instead, they realized their need for God all the more. They realized their need for the
One who has faced such suffering with and for them. These Christians know and see plainly their great need in this
world for Jesus Christ dying on the cross for them.

| darest say that we do not recognize our need so clearly. We do not see how much we daily need Christ Jesu
our lives. We do not see how much we need Jesus dying on the cross for us every moment of every day. Instead, we
preoccupied with the many things we hdveur homes, our TV shows, our games, our computers, our cars, our reputa-
tions, our families, and many other things and pebplile neglecting that which God gives us. We have been blessed
with so much and yet all these blessings have become distractions that keep us busy with little or no time for God. We
do not take time to find our Sabbath rest in Christ Jesus very often. We neglect taking time to gather around His Worc
together as His People.

On one hand, it amazes me that those who have so little are gathering in the heat of the sun to worship and ths
God for all He has given them. And yet, on the other hand, it does not surprise me that those who know and see their
great need are gathering before their Lord and Savior. They truly see who they are bedoree&tydbeggars who de-
pend on God for everything. While we are largely blind to our great need, we, too, are needy beggars who depend on
God for everything. If only we could see that clearly.

Luther comments on our situation before God when
whi ch we pray for forgiveness for our sins. He writ
such a position that he wil/ not need such forgivene
11 .91). I f God stopped giving forgiveness to us, w

care and love; we would live in hell.

Yet, God has not forsaken us. He has called us to Him, continually. Such disasters as the ofe in Haiti
disasters that bring the issue of human suffering to the foréfranet answered by God in only one place. God an-
swered such suffering by sending His Son into the world to suffer and die. He sent Christ into a world filled with disas-
ter and death to suffer and die on the cross. God was not silent to our suffering but took it upon Himself that He woulc
rescue us from such suffering. He took on our need for forgiveness and salvation from sin by suffering the death we d
served. He came down into our world and into our suffering so that in the midst of great suffering we ldateeHim
one and only God who cared enough to suffer with us and dotausomfort us with His gracious gifts.

But not only does He come to give such gifts when we see our great need, but even when we are blind to it. H
still comes for us, calling us ever to see that our need is great. He calls to us to open our eyes and see that we despe
ately need Him as our God and that we would no longer be deluded into thinking that we ourselve$ ateagtdags
are going fine with us because we have done so well. He comes and uncovers our need, not to be mean, to gloat, or :
il told you so.0 But rat her , He does this so that H
gifts given out to us in His Word, in His Baptism, and in His Supper. He wants us to receive His gracious gift of being
part of His family and being united with other membe
have been redeemed together by the same Savior. For this reason, God has established His Church here on earth th:
those small enclaves of Christians gathered together, Christ would be present richly delivering His gifts won for us on
the cross that we would never be forsaken but always keep in the one true faith.
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