
   

we could say we have done good works to help other people out.  

But before God, we cannot claim such.  If you stood before God 

and told him all the good things you had doneðall the people 

you had helped and all the hours and money you had given 

awayðand put forth the argument that because of such, you be-

long in heaven, then you would find yourself in Hell.  Because 

even though in a worldly sense you have done good, before God, 

you have no righteous deed.  You have no good deeds because 

every deed is corrupted by evil.  It only takes a little arsenic to 

make the most delicious, healthy, best cooked meal into a death 

trap. 

God noted our condition in Genesis 6:5, ñThe Lord saw 

that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu-

allyò (ESV).  Ever since we sought to make ourselves gods in the 

garden of Eden, our hearts have been corrupted and bent on evil 

and selfish interests.  The condition of our hearts is what con-

demns us and defiles us.  As Jesus said, ñóBut what comes out of 

the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For 

out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual im-

morality, theft, false witness, slanderò (Matthew 15:19 ESV).  It 

is not our actions, but the very core of our heartðñfrom the bot-

tom of my heartòðthat makes us and all we do evil and filthy. 

And with no good works to offer God, we stand before 

Him only as sinners.  We stand before God as objects of His 

wrathðexcept that He comes to save us.  Jesus took on our flesh 

and identified with us so that He could become the new head of 

humanity and die for us.  So that, as we all were condemned un-

der Adam, now we are all made alive under Christ (Romans 5)! 

We need what Jesus came to die to bring.  We need what 

His blood buys for us.  We need forgiveness to cover and cure 

our sin-sick hearts.  We need our hearts purified in the waters of 

baptism.  We need them renewed and strengthened by receiving 

His body and blood weekly.  We need them comforted with His 

Word of Absolution given to us in Confession and Absolution, 

whether that be in the public setting of the worship service or 

private setting before Christôs called servant who has been 

charged by God to proclaim the ñforgiveness of sinsò (Luke 

24:47 ESV), because ñIf you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven themò (John 20:23 ESV). 

 Indeed, we sinners need this Word of life frequently; we 

need Godôs powerful, ñI love youò to daily assure us of our stand-

ing before Him.  This is why He provides that word in so many 

ways in His Church to build and strengthen His people in Him.  

We need His forgiveness to calm our hearts and restore our souls.  

This is the beauty of Confession and Absolution, and all the more 

so because this Word of forgiveness is for you no matter what 

you have done.  God has given this gracious Word for you to  

cover over your sins and make you into His pure and holy saintð

His loved and bled for child.  Thanks be to Our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ!  Amen. 

Jesus said to them [his apostles] again, ñPeace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.ò And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, ñReceive the Holy Spirit. If you for-
give the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.ò (John 
20:21-23 ESV). 

 

Throughout our Lenten season this year, we re-

flected on Godôs gift to us of Holy Absolution.  What a won-

derful gift it is indeed!  For it is Godôs Word of Gospel to us; 

it is Godôs clear word absolving us, that is forgiving us of 

our sins.  In Confession and Absolution we receive Godôs 

promise that all our sinful wretchedness which we are admit-

ting to has been forgiven.  Even such heinous sins as murder, 

sexual immorality, theft, perjury, and idolatry are forgiven 

without our doing anything but purely from Godôs grace and 

mercy.  God has shown on us His undeserved favor, turning 

toward us to give us what we most desperately needð

forgiveness full and free. 

Without strings attached, God takes care of our sin.  

This is what Christ came to do.  This is what He wants for 

you and me.  He wants to give us forgiveness.  He commis-

sions His disciples to go outðHe makes them into apostles 

with the specific mission and work of bringing forgiveness to 

His people.  This is their calling.  Jesus told His disciples 

before He ascended, ñóThus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed 

in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalemôò (Luke 

24:46-47 ESV). 

And herein lies one of the problems people have 

with Godôs Absolutionðthe need for repentance.  ñWhat do 

I need to repent of?  What have I done wrong?  Iôve lived a 

pretty good life.  I always try to do good and the right thing.ò  

But it isnôt enough.  God demands perfection.  Thatôs why 

Isaiah relates our condition before God as thus: 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, 

take us away. (Isaiah 64:6 ESV) 

Or, as the KJV puts it ñall our righteousnesses are as filthy 

ragsò (Isaiah 64:6). 

 Before God we have nothing to show.  All those 

ñgood thingsò we have done are worthless!  We are unclean 

and therefore our good acts are also unclean.  We are evil to 

the core of our hearts and so the things that come out of us 

are just as evil.  Evil hearts cannot bring forth truly good 

works. 

 Or course, we like to think our hearts are good or 

that we have the right intentions or good intentions.  In a 

worldly sense, we could say this is true.  In a worldly sense, 
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Member News & Updates  
 

Baptism:  
March 7, 2010 

Jason & Racheal Major 
and their children:  

Jaxon, Jaden, & Claire  
  

New Members:  
Jason & Racheal Major 
885 W. Halstead Dr. 

NSL, UT 84054 
801-992-3266 

 
High School Graduations  

Demi Peterson 
Dallas Adams 

 

Ascension Day  
Service ñ May 13ñ 
7pm  

Luke tells us that Jesus led 
his friends to a Jerusalem 
suburb called Bethany. While 
on a small mountain, he 
blessed his friends and then rose into heaven while they 
w a t c h e d .  
The ascension was such a momentous occasion that after 
Jesus disappeared, his followers had a worship service at 
the spot. Then they òreturned to Jerusalem with great 
joyó (Luke 24:52, NRSV).   
Because Christ had promised to be with his followers al-
ways (Matthew 28:20), from then on they knew he would 

still be with through His Word and Sacraments.  Jesus contin-
ues to abide with His Church in a very real way--bodily present 

though we cannot see Him or touch Him except through the 

means of bread, wine, and water.  We know that He will come 

Fifty days after Jesusõ resurrection, on a 
day called Pentecost, the Christian 
church was born. Because Pentecost was 
a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit 
like Thanksgiving), the apostles and a 
large crowd had gathered to celebrate in 
Jerusalem.   
Peter and the other followers of Christ 

were gathered in one place when òfrom heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind é ó (Acts 2:2 
ff, NRSV). Then tongues of fire descended on Jesusõ disci-
ples.  

A crowd gathered after hearing the sound of the wind and fire 

descending and heard known languages coming from the dis-
ciples who were speaking òabout Godõs deeds of 
poweró (verse 11). As Luke wrote, òAll were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, ôWhat does this 
mean?õó (verse 12).  
 
The whole affair was vividly testifying to Christ's life, death, 

and resurrection for them all . . The Holy Spirit had come 
upon His people in fulfillment of Scripture as Peter goes on to 

explain in his Pentecost sermon. 
 
On Pentecost many years ago, some 3,000 people came to 
believe in Christ. Today we remember this as the day on 

which God began pouring out His Spirit on His Church so that 
all who are "baptized...in the name of Jesus Christ...will re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Pentecost occurs 
on May 23 this year.  
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THE LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK LECTIONARY:  

 

Godôs Word for the Church Year 
 

The History of the Lectionary 

(continued from the previous newsletter) 
 

 In these early centuries, the lectio continua (ñcontinuous readingò) of Scripture predominated in the daily 

and Sunday lectionaries. However, the sequence was regularly and sensibly interrupted by the choice of a lec-

tio selecta (ñselect readingò) for festivals marking the life of Christ. As the Church Year developed in com-

plexity, and as saintsô days increased in number, the balance shifted markedly away from continua to selecta. 

The continuous reading of Scripture survived mainly in the daily office for private and monastic use, while the 

public service of the Church on Sundays and festivals included primarily diverse pericopes chosen for the oc-

casions. The development of the lectionary as a book ran in parallel to this pattern. At first, the impetus for the 

lectionary was practical and financial: only the portions of Scripture for public reading needed to be copied 

and purchased. Where full copies of the Bible were already available, the lectionary needed to be little more 

than a list of references. The increasing complexity of the lectio selecta principle, however, gave new urgency 

to the need for a lectionary book that included the very texts of the readings. Anyone who has struggled to read 

three readings from three different parts of the Bible, perhaps with fragmented verse selections, will under-

stand the reason for this development. Complete lectionaries were widespread by the seventh century and have 

been used consistently since then. 

 The choice of specific texts for specific occasions was not only complex but also diverse. The competition 

between the Church Year oriented to the life of Christ and the expanding sanctoral cycle produced tensions 

and threatened to unbalance the lectionary. In the absence of centralized liturgical authority or even the tech-

nology to promote widespread uniformity, it was natural that each region of the Church would make its own 

lectionary choices. Such diversity, however, was contrary to the spirit of empire, and so it is to Charlemagne 

(AD 800) that we owe the standardization of the Western lectionary. His theological lieutenant, Alcuin, set 

about reforming the lectionary by combining features of the Roman and Gallican traditions. Although there 

remained enough local variations to render dubious any notion that he created the present-day one-year lec-

tionary, from this time on it was certainly possible to speak of an historic, Western lectionary. 

 

(To be continued in the next newsletter) 

 

A portion of the ñIntroductionò from The Lutheran Service Book Lectionary É 2007 Concordia Publishing 

House.  Used by Permission.  License #000011213 

Mark your calendars for our  

Annual Elderôs Dinner on June 12th.  

More information forthcoming... 
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May has some exciting events in store for us as well. The Junior class will have the Jr/Sr  Prom  on May 1st at 
the Columbus Center. On May 20th, we will host our annual Awards Night  beginning at 6 p.m. On Friday, 
May 28th, Lutheran High will host the annual Lutheran Schoolsô Field Day at Cottonwood Park. If you have 
an opportunity, I highly encourage you to attend this entertaining day! In addition, our Girlsô Soccer, Track and 
Golf teams continue to compete in their seasons.  
 

As you know, we are now accepting applications for enrollment from all students for the 2010-11 school year. Ap-

plication packets are available in the school office (801/266-6676) or on our website, www.sllhs.org. If you, or any of 

your friends or acquaintances, are looking for a high school home for next year, please come by to visit about the won-

derful things Lutheran High has to offer. We are a school that provides an excellent college-prep education; have teach-

ers that get to know and care about their students on a personal level; and most importantly, we share the Good News of 

the saving work of Jesus Christ with our students and families every day! Some important dates to note concerning 

enrollment for next year are: 

 
Financial Assistance Applications Due:    May 31 
Financial Assistance Decisions Made:   By June 30 

 First Day of School 2010 -11 (new students):   August 23  
 

At Lutheran High, we are truly blessed by God to have such a great student body, talented faculty, dedicated 
staff, faithful supporters, and committed families and congregations. For more than a quarter of a century, Lu-
theran High has had the privilege and mission to teach Godôs Word and its saving message to our students 
and families. You have been an active and integral part of that ministry and we are thankful for you. Please 
continue to keep Lutheran High and its students, families, and staff in your prayers. Please continue to sup-
port Lutheran High with your time, talents, students, and treasures as God has blessed you. Please continue 
to promote Lutheran High with your friends and acquaintances and share our story. You are our best am-
bassadors!  Thank you!  
 
You are always more than welcome to stop by Lutheran High whenever you are in the area. I encourage you 
to visit so you can see the amazing things God is doing here. Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers! 
 

Mr. Charles Gebhardt ï Principal 
 
Some upcoming dates to note: 

May 20:  Awards Night 6 p.m. at LHS 
May 28:  Lutheran Schools Field Day ï Cottonwood Park   
                  9 a.m. 
May 31:  Memorial Day ï No School  
June 2 -3: 4th Quarter Exams  
June 4:   GRADUATION at Grace Lutheran Church ï 

 Sandy 7:00 p.m. 

Lutheran High Lynx News  

A Word From  

Your High School: 

http://www.sllhs.org/

